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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 

WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR LI 14 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 9/15/06 has been entered. 

Drawings 

2. The drawings were received on 3/23/2006. These drawings are not acceptable because 
they are informal. The changes in the drawings are approved. 

Specification 

3. The amendment filed 9/15/2006 is objected to under 35 U.S.C. 132(a) because it 
introduces new matter into the disclosure. 35 U.S.C. 132(a) states that no amendment shall 
introduce new matter into the disclosure of the invention. The added material which is not 
supported by the original disclosure is as follows: The phrase "releasable" in abstract and 
amended specification is new matter which is not supported by the original specification. The 
original specification only discloses that the air nozzle attachment 8 can be detached again. 
Applicant is required to cancel the new matter in the reply to this Office Action. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 112 

4. Claim 30 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as failing to comply with the 
written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not described 
in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant art that 
the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. 
The claimed "releasable" in claim 30 is new matter which is not supported by the original 
specification. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

6. Claims 24, 27, 29-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102 (b) as being anticipated by Guenin 
(EP 0970633). 

Guenin shows an air nozzle attachment (Fig. 1) for a hair dryer, said hair dryer 1 having a 
fan 5 and a heater 12 for generating a central hot-air stream 9 and a concentric cold-air stream 1 1 
concentric to the central hot-air stream at a blower opening, wherein the air nozzle attachment 23 
is connectable to the blower opening (at 23) and produces a hot-air stream 18 and a cold-air 
stream (at 19)from the central hot-air stream 9 and the concentric cold-air stream 2 of the hair 
dryer 1, wherein said hot-air stream 18 and said cold-air stream (at 19) produced by the air 
nozzle attachment (8) are arranged side-by-side, wherein the air nozzle attachment (8) comprises 
a hot-air nozzle (at 18) and a cold-air nozzle( at 1 9) located side-by-side, wherein the air nozzle 
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attachment 23 on an end connectable with the blower opening (at 23), is provided with a central 
conduit entrance (not numbered, see Fig. 1, at 23) and a coaxial conduit entrance (not 
numbered, see Fig. 1, at 23)) coaxial to the central conduit entrance, and wherein the central 
conduit entrance opens into the hot-air nozzle and the coaxial conduit entrance opens into the 
cold-air nozzle. The hot-air nozzle has a smaller blower cross section than the blower cross 
section of the cold-air nozzle (see Fig. 1, at 23). The air nozzle attachment is axially connectable 
at the blower opening by detachable snap-on connection and be rotatable to any angular position. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

7. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

8. Claims 25-28, 3 1-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Guenin (EP 0970633). 

The air nozzle attachment of Guenin as above includes all that is recited in claims 25-28, 
31-33 except for the shape, cross section, length, color and material of the air nozzle. With 
regard to claimed shapes, length, cross section, color and material, it would have been an 
obvious matter of design choice to design the nozzle of Guenin with any desired shape, cross 
section, length, color and material in order to obtain the optimum result since applicant has not 
disclosed that the claimed nozzle shape, cross section, length, color and material solve any stated 
problem in a new or unexpected way or is for any particular purpose which is unobvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art and it appears that the claimed feature does not distinguish the 
invention over similar features in the prior art. In particular, the use of universal identifying 
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colors for safety is well known in the art. For example, in heating art, the color blue stands for 
low temperature. The color red represents high temperature. Today's almost all hair dryers are 
made of heat-resistant plastic. With regard to the nozzle attachment, again, most hair dryers at 
home do have snap on connectors for easy assembly. 

9. Claim 34 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Guenin (EP 
0970633) in view of Hubbuch (G 9100860.3). 

The hair dryer with an air nozzle attachment of Guenin as above includes all that is 
recited in claim 34 except for a second air nozzle attachment which produces a hot air stream for 
optional usage. Hubbuch teaches an air nozzle attachment 3 for a hair dryer that produces only 
hot air stream same as claimed. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the hair dryer of Guenin to further 
include a hot air only nozzle attachment of Hubbuch in order to pursue the intended use. 

Response to Arguments 

9. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims have been considered but are moot in view 
of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jiping Lu whose telephone number is 571 272 4878. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 9:00 AM - 5:30 PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, COCKS JOSIAH can be reached on 571 272-4874. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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